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In more recent VDOT IIMs, there are specific cutoff 

dates related to different types of project delivery 

methods.  For permit projects, is the effective date 

based on: when the permit is applied for, when the final 

plans are submitted, or when the final plans are 

approved?
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When submitting questions through CABB (the 

Contractor Advertisement Bulletin Board), is there a 

timeline required for VDOT to turn around answers? 
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Recently VDOT implemented the AASHTO Standard 

Specifications for Structural Supports for Highway Signs, 

Luminaires, and Traffic Signals, 6th Edition (LTS-6), 2013 

with 2015 interims.   For projects that were designed 

and/or construction initiated during the transition period 

between the older AASHTO specifications and these 

newer specifications, how are decisions being made by 

VDOT regarding design waivers and whether those 

transition projects may use signal poles based on the older 

specifications? 
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When design plans refer to the “latest VDOT 

specifications” or “latest AASHTO specifications,” how 

does a contractor know what that means?  What should 

a contractor refer to and as of what date?
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What are some of the more important training needs 

that signal contractors should be sure their crews are 

getting in the near future?



What is the process a contractor needs to follow for 

having underground VDOT lines located prior to 

construction?  How is that process different in NoVA

and the rest of the state?
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Many on-call regional signal construction contracts 

state we can set poles after a 7 day cure time using 

high early concrete.  In this case, why are cylinders still 

required?
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The new specifications include a requirement for a 3 

percent mast arm rise, should calculations be based on 

design loading in the new MP-3 standard (i.e., 

maximum loading) or as-built loading?
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In the Standards LP-1/LP-2:

• Do all light pole fixtures require a photo cell?

• Could you provide more clarity on the mounting height 

requirements?

• A transformer base is shown on the LP-1 drawing. Is a 

transformer base (i.e. breakaway or non-Breakaway) always 

required with the LP-1?

10



What is the purpose behind the change in signal pole 

foundations requiring them to be elevated 1-ft above 

existing grade?
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How are updates in standards, specifications, or other 

relevant VDOT policies being communicated to the 

external stakeholders and what options are available 

for contractors to receive or be notified of changes?
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• Does the High Mast Light Poles hand hole requirement of 50% 

of tube diameter also apply to CCTV poles?

• Are the Truss Luminaire Arms the only ones to be used on the 

LP-1, or are single tapered luminaire arms still accepted?

• In the past, people have forced the Bolt Circle and Anchor Bolt 

diameter shown on the table for LP-2 into the LP-1. Do these 

parameters apply for both Luminaire Poles or just for LP-2?

• PF-8, note #2 mentions that High Mast Poles are required to 

have a minimum of (12) two inch anchor bolts. Typically by 

design this would not be necessary?

• For luminaire arms on mast arm poles, are clamps the only 

accepted connection for Luminaire Arms?

• The MP-3, Drawing reference an ID Tag on the arm. Is this ID 

Tag the same than the one required on the shaft or is the layout 

different.
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Thank You!

Please return your feedback 

forms.
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